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Opposition Statement  

 

The EU cannot be credible on human rights if it celebrates Ebrahim Raisi as 

President of Iran 

 

The EU decided to send an EU senior diplomat, Enrique Mora, to Iran for the 

inauguration of Ebrahim Raisi as President of Iran. We as movements representing the 

peoples and opposition in Iran do not understand this move. There has been no EU 

representative to the inauguration of Lukashenka as President of Belarus. Why is 

the EU now sending a representative to co-celebrate the inauguration of Raisi? 

Our question is whether we as peoples from Central-Asia are seen as less valuable as 

people from Belarus. Is the EU choosing for a different approach based on race?   

 

There is no question whether Ebrahim Raisi is a human rights abuser who will be 

President over an abusive and oppressive regime. The EU is well-aware of the fact 

that this man presided in 1988 and 2019 over the killing and torture of many thousands 

of people1. This means that Raisi his personal record on human rights is worse than 

that of Lukashenka. The EU is also aware that the election of Raisi was a scam just as 

in the case of Lukashenka but decided to treat it very differently.  

 

This comes at a moment in which the Iranian regime is arresting thousands of peaceful 

protestors who demand nothing less than basic human needs and rights such as water, 

electricity and fundamental freedoms2. Arabs, Kurds, Baloch, Azeri, Lur and Fars are 

on the streets of Iran to demand the same as every European citizen is entitled to. The 

EU is aware of this but decided to ignore it. Iran just in the last week killed a Romanian 

citizen through an unwarranted drone attack on a cargo ship as confirmed by the UK 

and the US3. How can the EU then now proceed like this when its own citizens are 

killed by this regime? Or does the life of individual EU citizens not matter either? 

 

The EU knows very well that Iran is oppressing many in Iraq, Syria and Lebanon in 

addition to the oppression in Iran. How many more must be killed in these countries 

due to Iranian militias and how many more must flee to Europe before the EU 

 
1 https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/06/iran-ebrahim-raisi-must-be-investigated-for-crimes-against-

humanity/  
2 https://www.state.gov/protests-in-iran/  
3 https://apnews.com/article/middle-east-business-iran-persian-gulf-tensions-419efc522acbd213a79696c9876af6dc  
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understands that this policy of appeasement of Iran is not only violating EU principles 

but also EU interests and is increasing the migration to the EU? How many more Arabs, 

Kurds and Syriac-Assyrians from these countries have to be oppressed and driven away 

before the EU notices that Iranian aggression is hurting these peoples and the EU?  

 

Article 1 of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights says: ‘Human dignity is inviolable. 

It must be respected and protected.’ Article 2 says: ‘Everyone has the right to life.’ In 

its Foreign Affairs, the EU does apply these principles to Belarus but not to Iran. 

Sending Enrique Mora to Iran for the inauguration of Ebrahim Raisi means that the EU 

tells the peoples of the Middle East and Iran that you have to either be white or flee to 

Europe to obtain human dignity and the right to life. Both the EU policy and message 

increase therefore the migration to the EU.  

 

We urge the EU to fulfil its democratic and human rights commitments in its diplomatic 

relationship with the Islamic Republic of Iran and Ebrahim Raisi’s administration. We 

urge you to address the crimes committed against humanity, rather than standing with 

those who commit the crimes. We urge the EU to stand up for its own principles which 

is in the interest of both EU and Iranian citizens and that of all peoples oppressed by 

this regime. 


